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Support our School

School Safetyd A WPPS Priority

Mileage Reimbursement 3

In recent years, the District has invested
substantial amounts of money for the safety of the
students. These changes include:

Activities Department
Get to know the Staff

Speech 1) Additional fencing around the playground

Special Olympics area

2) A locked door system requiring visitors and
guests to enter the administrative offices, sign in, and
receive a visitords badg
rest of the building

Band and Music
Writing Assessments

Pancake Feed
3) The installation of numerous cameras
through the common areas of the building including
the halls, cafeterias, gyms, and the exterior of the
Special Points of building.

Interest: One common fallacy is that the cameras are

in the locker rooms, bathrooms, etc. The cameras are
not intended to violate
therefore, are not located in any of these areas.

Calendars

Guidance News
The cameras have become excellent

surveillance devices for inappropriate school
behaviors and helped cut down on many issues. One
of the goals of WPPS is to provide the best and safest
environment possible; we see these cameras as a
means of accomplishing this.

February 8 & 11:
WPES PT Conferences

(4:30-8:15)

* *kkkkk *

February 12:
No School

| had the opportunity to cover an English
class the other day for several minutes. During this

Staff Development short time, we discussed double negatives and how

they actually form a pos
February 19: doesn6t have no applesbod
apples.

Ul s Then, trying to impress the students, |

explained that in the Russian language, a double
negative is still a nega
tidbit of information because | do not speak Russian.)

DeTurk

However, the book did note that there is
no language in which a doubl@ositive can form a
negative. Just then one of the students, while

rolling her eyes, said, 0Y
wonder if she had just proved me and the
teacherf6s text wrong.)
*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Snow Days Arendt Al
e, prior to gaining access

Finally, due to the weather surrounding

the holiday breaks, the sc
updé some of the days misse

missed five full days of school, one half day of
school, and had three late starts. This results in
using all of our days built into the calendar for
student instructional time.

a ny o n ¥ ansaempt foinaf gfteng schopl after
Memorial Dayd the Board of Education will be
acting on several recommendations. The first is to
hold school on Friday, February #9 This was
originally scheduled as a no school day. But by
attending school that day, we gain back one of

those days missed.

At the February Board meeting,
discussions will take place about other days
currently scheduled for no schoad including
Thursday, March #, and Monday April 8. Itis
important to remember that snow days not only
affect student instructional time, but also teacher
contractual time.

i t i v e Oncedegsions baveabean finglized,o H e

a éforinatipnl regarding Hhese changes tg theesghooh a v e
calendar will be publicized as much as possible.
We appreciate the cooperation in working with the
school to have your kids and our students here.

tive. (Dondt ask how | kne



Elementary

In 2 weeks, your child (ren) will be receiving your

of school. I invite you to take the time to have
your child (ren) share with you the successes on
their report card and the areas that may need

- A ol .. CUB CADET NEWS
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Before Thanksgiving, a goal was set by the Student
Council to collect 1,000 canned food items or
paper products. With sincere thanks, the staff,

more attention or support. Effort and life skills are Students and families at West Point Elementary are

as important as the knowledge gained and in some t0 b& commended for supporting the local food
instances can assist students in going farther in life.Pantry by gatherind., 707 items Way to go!

It is important to keep in mind that some of the

best learning comes from our trials and

tribulations. | hope | will see most of you at Parent
Teacher Conferences, but please contact me if you

have questions and are unable to attend.

~Lynette Mitzel, Principal~

These Characters Count

The following students were honored as
December Citizens of the Month for the

character of FAIRNESS.

The assembly was held
on January 15th becauss
of the weather.

Kindergarten:

Alexis Gatzemeyer,
Riley Heller, Marshall
McCarthy

1* Grade:Ty Kaup,
Cash Meier, Christign
Williams

2" Grade:

Abby Boell, Trey
Navarrete, Jamie
Pierce

3 Grade:
Paloma Garcia,
Allison Guenther,
Marcos Osorio

4" Grade:

Gavin Case, Greg
Johnson, Makenna
Weddle

5" Grade:
Dylan Lase, Whitney
Wegner, Gabby

Wragge

6™ Grade:

Braxton Deets,
Morgan Niewohner,
Brandee Ritter

A few reminders about upcoming
dates:

& February 8 & 1 Parent Teacher
Conferences4:30-8:15 p.m.

& Report cards will be distributed @
conferences or sent home Monday,

February 18 with the students.

& February 12No School for Students

& February 18Change in school calendar
*SCHOOL IN SESSION

& February 2€Citizen of the Month
Assembly @ 3:15 p.m.

Please Continue to Help Support our School

Iltems that the West Point

Elementary School are still

collecting:

1. Box Tops for Education 3.
2. Graybeals & Lincoln Street 4.
Market receipts Dated 5.

Sept. 1, 2009 thru March

31, 2010.

Pop tabs

/YL Sttt Qa { 2dz.
Pizza Ranch Wagons

(perforated corners off

pizza & chicken boxgs
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High School
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With my oldest daughter entering Junior High next
year my wife and | have been having a lot more
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As you can see by completing college level courses
at WPBHS students can save big down the road.

discussions about her future. These discussions are Currently we have students that have completed

based primarily on what she should be doing in high
school to prepare for college and the cost of post
d4S02yRIFNE SRdzOI A2y o
these thoughts, | wanted to highlight some of the
opportunities afforded all of the students.

At WPBHS our students have multiple opportunities
to obtain several hours of college credit before they
graduate. Currently a student may have earned 39
college credit hours before graduating. Our dual
credit classes are taught by our master level
teachers and coordinated through NECC. The great
thing about our partnership with NECC is that our
classes will automatically be accepted at any
Nebraska College or University. Below is a
comparison of annual tuition costs around the
state.

Annual Tuition Cost
(30 hours) Per credit hour
NECC 2,430.00 $81.00
WSC 4,805.00 $160.17
UNL 7,000.00 $233.33
Creighton 29,544.00 $984.80

(Statistics taken from the college prep handbook produced by
the Education Quest Foundation-19)

30 hours of college credit. If these students would
choose to go to the UNL they will have saved

{ A$A5TG00 in SuildiBlony @hése $teisRydt A Y

include room and board).

In addition to our dual credit classes we are
currently offering 16 hours of articulated credit
through NECC. Articulated credit is credit that
applies directly to a particular school but is not
accepted as credit at other institutions. Students
who take these courses do not pay for the class in
high school and receive credit for that course when
attending NECC.

With registration just around the corner please be
sure to discuss the options WPBHS has to offer
your child. As always if you have questions please
do not hesitate to call.

D.J. Weddle, High School Principal

Attention:

If anyone has not received a letter for mileage reimbursement and fee
that you qualify, please calb Pischel aB72-586Q
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The Activities Department of West Point-Beemer has had a busy
month of January and February is looking no different. Please
take a look at the activities calendar for the upcoming events.
Some events to highlight would be:

February 6, EHC Wrestling tournament at West Point

February 9, Basketball v Madison i Girls Parents night, Flag and
Dance Parents Night, and Elementary boys Basketball will be

playing
February 12 and 13, District Wrestling at West Point

February 18, 19, and 20, State wrestling tournament at the Qwest
Center-Omaha

February 15 and 16, Girls Sub-district basketball
February 19, Boys Basketball v. NBC i Boys Parents night
February 22 and 23, Girls Sub-district basketball

Thanks to everyone for their continued support of your Cadets!

Again, please remember that West Point i Beemer has been cho-
sen by the NSAA to host one of
tournaments. This event will be an opportunity to bring 16 schools
and their fans to West Point for 2 days. It is a great opportunity for
our school and our community to showcase the wonderful things
we can offer. We are always looking for volunteers to help out with
these large events, so if you are interested please contact Jackie
Blocher in the Activities department.

Thanks, Eric Miller

Important Announcement from the NSAA!
Reporting of Incoming Transfer Students

For transfer students to be immediately eligible in the fall, it is im-
portant for schools to notify the NSAA ONLINE on or before
March 15, 2010 of those students who are transferring into your
school (May 1 for Learning Community schools).

The form MUST be completed online. Please follow the instruc-
tions below to access the form:

The Athletic/Activities Director must log on to the NSAA
website, using their passcode.

Click on the fiEligibilityd section.

Click on the filncoming Transfer Studentso link.

The form will appear on the next screen. All fields must
be completed.

When you are finished, click on the button AAdd Trans-
fers to Listo.

If you need assistance accessing and completing the form, please
feel free to contact Megan Huber at the NSAA office by email,
mhuber@nsaahome.or@r by calling the NSAA office, 402-489-
0386.

Enrollment Option Transfers

Current NSAA Bylaws 2.7.7.1 and 2.7.7.2 state, i Th o s e
dents who have their Enroliment Option applications signed and
filed prior to March 15 shall be eligible immediately in the

fall. Those students who do not have their Enrollment Option
applications signed and filed prior to March 15 shall be ineligi-
ble for ninety school days, with such transfers being subject to
hardship waiver guidelines. o

Other Transfers

Current NSAA Bylaws 2.7.8 through 2.7.8.3 state,

2.7.8 Transfer Exceptions. In addition to Enrollment Option
students, an exception to NSAA Bylaws will be considered for
transfer students who have transferred from one member high
school to another member high school when there is not a
change of domicile by the parents. This would apply to stu-
dents who transfer: (1) from public school to private school; (2)
from private school to public school; (3) from private school to
Erivate school; (4) from_public school to public school; (5) from

U &-steltel séhdofs, af 469 trafsterd fromischdol to'sEnBoP t | 1 N g

within a multi-school district.

2.7.8.1 Those students who have their transfer papers signed
and filed on or before March 15 shall be eligible immediately in
the fall, providing the school into which the student transfers
notifies the NSAA of the transfer by March 15. Once the trans-
fer papers have been signed, filed and the NSAA has been noti-
fied, the student could complete that year of eligibility in the
school the student was leaving. The student would, however,
become ineligible for ninety (90) school days the next fall if the
student were to change his/her mind and decided not to trans-
fer. (Approved Ruling Clarification: Unless there is a bona
fide change of domicile by the legal parent, a student may
transfer only one time to a different school under the March 15
transfer deadline. A student who transfers under the March 15
transfer provisions and who later decides to return to his/her
former district before 90 school days have elapsed shall con-
tinue to be ineligible in the former district for 90 school days,
with the ineligibility period commencing at the start of the fall
semester. This ineligibility shall continue, regardless of the par-
ent s domicile change )within t

2.7.8.2 Those students who do not have their transfer applica-
tions signed and filed on or before March 15, and whose trans-
fer has not been reported to the NSAA in writing, postmarked
no later than March 15, shall be ineligible for 90 school days,
with such transfers being subject to hardship waiver guide-
lines.

2.7.8.3 Such transfer students may transfer under this rule one
time during their high school years, unless there is a change of
domicile by the legal parent. Such students who transfer a sub-
sequent time without a change of domicile by the legal parent
shall be ineligible for 90 school days.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM ONLINE NO
LATER THAN MARCH 15, 2010. NO CHANGES
WILL BE ALLOWED AFTER MARCH 15, 2010.
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Get to know the Staff of West Point Public Schools

Leslie Kreikemeier

Mary Thomas

What college did you attend:The University of
Nebraska Kearney

¥ What college did you attendSouth Dakota State
University and Dakota State College

What do you teach:English 12, Publications, and English What is your degree inElementary Education
Composition and Introduction to Literature for deaedit and What do you teach:Grade 2

via distance learning. Where did you grow up:Viborg, South Dakota

Where did you grow up:Verdon, Nebraska. | attended Dawsor| A little about your family:Tom and | celebrated 41 years of marriage

-Verdon which has closed this year. We have 2 married daughters. Tammi is married to Chad

. . . Kurmel. They have 2 daughters: Jensen 12 years, and Abbey 8 yeal
A little about your family: My husband Todd works at his They live in Florida.

FILYAfeQa FTSSRtz2iGo 2 S KI @S [GKNSS avlIfft o62eax 2Aftts /28 I yF
. Our daughter Tawni lives in LaVista and she is married to Randy Erifkson.

They are all boy and keep me busy scrubbing floors and wagh|n
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different they are from one another. Where do you see yourself in 5 yearn 5 years, | expect | will be

. . retired so | foresee myself spending winters in Florida and summers|in
Where do you see yourself in 5 yeartabsolutely love my life Nebraska

a2 AT AG adrea GKS alySszs LQfft 0SS GKNRfftSR®
A quote about your experience with West Point Public Schools:

14

A quote about your experience with West Point Public Schogld:
q y P Tegching for qver 30 years has afforded me the o

B s oa . R T%ortunit to see nés iy
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Being paritime allows me more time with my children. Also, | | will enjoy the opportunity to experience the meaningful relationships
teaching the duatredit classes and distance learning challerjggshat come as a result of living and working in a community long enoygh

me and allows me to work with some great material and to see first hand the influence your teaching has had on those you
students worked with.

Linda Lofgren Dale Mundil

What college did you attend:Wayne
StateWhat is your degree ifNlatural Science

What college did you attend:My B.A.E. And M.S.E. are
both from Wayne State College

‘ L! \\A L:' -
What is your degree in. + OKSf 2NR& | yR al adSNR§g FNBE A ‘)ﬁn%%ﬁde§W“‘Pny R L
have a Middle School Endorsement in Language Arts

What do you teach:Biology, Advanced Biology and Intro td

What do you teach:Fifth grade English, Social Studies, and 6th grade Health Careers
Reading and Spelling
Where did you grow up:On an acreage near Logan View HS
Where did you grow up:l was born and raised in West Point, but have
lived in New Orleans, San Diego, and Georgia. A little about your family: Married to Kimberly for 6.5 years
A little about your family: | have two grown sonsJeff is a chemical Daughter Kaitlin 4YO and Kinsley 9 months
engineer and Chris in an account manageoth live in Lincolnl have Where do you see yourself in 5 year€ontinually trying to
three terrific grandchildren.

improve the Biology curriculum here at West PeBgemer.

Where do you see yourself in 5 yeartn 5 years, thinking or maybe . . ) .
enjoying retirement!! A guote about your experience with West Point Public
Schools:Coming to WPB five years ago was the best carepr
A quote about your experience with West Point Public SchodlsL . .
attended kindergarten in the old building on Colfax and graduated from move | could have madeThis school is so much more
there too. | was a pareducator here and have taught here for many progressive than any other school in the area.

years. | have many memories from kindergarteron; good, bad, happy,
a4 Rz SEOAGAY3IZ &O0F NBHE
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They were given a situation, setting, and
characters to illustrate. The winning impromptu
duet was Sophomores Morgan Schultz and
Emily Merchen. They had to portray an
interview gone wrong, a news caster, and a
snake charmer.

Other games were played, and veteran
members of the speech team explained events
SDEECh to the new recruits.The camp was concluded
by picking and reading through scripts.

Speech camp was a great time for all that
attended and was a great early bonding
experience for the speech team.

The West PoinBeemer meet is Saturday,
February 28. Please mark your calendars and
come watch the talented students.

Speech is in full swing after a slow start due to
snow days.Back in December, the students
participated in the first annual West PoiBeemer
Speech CampThey were all involved in one way at
the Speech Camp held on Saturday, December
5. The camp started out with verbal and physical
warm-up activities.

Always thinking on their feet, the speech
team then participated in an impromptu activity.

Special Olympics

Now that we have competed in the Winter Additional February activities:

Games we are finished practicing for floor 11 Flag football tice in F ¢
hockey and snowshoeing. We continue to ag football practice in Fremon
practice for basketball and swimming along withy 27"-  Basketball at Fremont

tsrsg/t?:gg to Omaha once a month for roller 26.27-28 Beemer Dinner Theater

fund raiser
February 1819 is the Unified National Bowling
tournament in Reno, Nevada. As we prepare for v v
this competition we are getting very excited for ﬂﬁ- ?ﬁ
our trip. Attending the tournament this year " ‘\
are athletes Vanessa Barragan, Emily Taylor, ‘
Curtis Rogers and Kendrick Luebbert. Unified § %
partners going are William Bowman and Mr. ' /
Sherwood and Miss Rolf the coach. .

Special Diymplics

Page 6



News from the Band and Music Room

Congratulations to: Congratulations also to:
Jennifer Garber |
Aryn Smidt Jennifer Garber
Matt Hladky

Angela Weiler
John Kingsley
David Moore
Mariah Kenny

For being chosen to participate in tl
Wayne State College Honor Band.

was held January 30. Jennifer wa:
hosen as the first chair, first trombo

For Being Chosen to participate in the . :
: . ayer in the Symphonic Honor Ba
University of South Dakota Honor Bandptlhgt ! ympnon

was held January 25

Musical
The musical cast and crew are offto  p.m.

agreatstartt We 6 r e t hr 0 U gaj shHufs &re Held in the Beemer
(even with the snow days) and things Elementary Gym.Doors open at

are coming together! 6:00 p.m.

Reminders: Theshowd 0 Ni f ty Fhbtbesayt

t wo on
runs March 26 & March 27, with a
FREE Parent ds Ni ghs%)malgkey?urfcglerncrlﬁgsrrlloel\de 0

March 25, All shows start at 7:00
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WRITING ASSESSMENTS

Students in grades 4, 8 and 11 will be 4. Word Choice; The language is specific,
participating in the Nebraska Department of precise, and avoids clichés and slang.

Education writing assessments. The
assessments will take place on two
consecutive days between Februani9.
Students will be asked to produce writing
samples in the following writing modes:

5. Sentence Fluency The sentences vary in
length and structure. The language is
natural and appropriate for the purpose of
the writing.

6. Conventionsc The grammar, spelling,
and punctuation are correct.

1 Grade 4¢ Personal Narrative
1 Grade 8 Descriptive Essay
1 Grade 11¢ Persuasive Essay

Parents are asked to contact the Curriculum
and Assessment office at the high school if

they have any questions regarding the

writing assessments.

The writing samples are sent to Omaha to be
scored by trained raters. Proficiency in

writing will be determined by rating each Denise Grunke

d0dzRSydQa oNRUAYI Al ¥lifioSor @zfribulin antl KsSessenfs N A

Writing.

Students are trained in the 6 Traits of Writing
as part of the English curriculum at West
Point Public Schools. The following are the 6
traits with a short explanation of each trait:

1. Ideas/Content¢ Students are asked to

ONBFOGS I Of SIFNJ dzyzRSNAUGI YRA,

opinion. The writing should contain
supporting examples, details, and arguments.

2. Organizationc The writing contains an
effective introduction, body, and conclusion.
The sequencing of the ideas is logical and
effective.

3. Voice/Tonecg The students shows a strong
commitment to the topic. The tone means
0KS gNAGAY3I Gaz2dzyRacE
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District Wrestling
Pancake Feed

Saturday February 18
8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
In Elementary Cafeteria
$4.00 Per Person
$1.00 kids 5 and under
All you can eat Pancakes,
Smokies, Juice & Coffee.
All proceeds go to Relay for Life,

ggggg
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West Point Public Schools

Mission Statement:

West Point Public Schools where learning is the point!.

Education

Safety

Responsibility




