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had the duty of discussing what a merger
between West PoirBeemer and Scribner
Snyder may look like. This topic seems to

Over the course of the last two years, | have RE:

By Supt. DeTurk

What is Energing at West Point

Proposal for a school merger

It was with great interest when the West

be at the forefront once again. However, thisPointBeemer School System heard and

time the WPB Board of Education sent a
formal proposal to the Board of SS. Below

read about the results of the straw vote
taken by ScribneBnyder patrons. A

is the complete proposal as it was signed andpositive vote by 56% of the voters should

sent.

It is important for all patrons of these

districts to see the positive possibilities with

regard to a merger. Without a doubt there
will be challenges for us to overcome, and

be seen as a strong indication of a
direction. As a District, we would like to
offer help with that direction.

From the start of the discussions on the
merger issue, WHB indicated that an

yet | see those challenges making the entire attendance center would remain in
organization better. Please read through the Scribner for Preschool through grade 6.

merger information below and feel free to
contact the school with questions or
concerns.

0000000000000008000
February 9, 2010

TO: ScribnerSnyder Community
School Board of Education

FROM: West PoinrtBeemer Public School
System

This attendance center would eliminate
overcrowding the attendance centers in
West Point and Beemer. In addition,
maintaining a school in Scribner is more
than a school commitment, it is a
commitment to the communities of
Scribner & Snyder.

On February 8, 2010 the WPB Board of
Education formally took action to provide
the following proposal. It was apparent
from our dialog that great respect is felt
toward you as a Board and the decisions you




have before you.

Over the years, the Scribr8nyder District has exhibited

that it is strong and proud. Concerns have been
expressed about the loss of autonomy. We have those member Board with all members being voted Haage per
same concerns; however, we also think that the positivethe regular rotation.

far outweigh the negatives regarding our schaslsne

school system.

To assist in developing this partnership and more
specifically during the transition period, WPB would

extend the following:

Contract secondary students (graddyto WPB for a
period of two yearsThis would enable the SSCS district
to maintain its own Board of Education for two additiona)”
years. This control over your District would include a
budget, personnel, and policy implementation, similar t
the roles currently played by the Board. The contract
amount for each student is determined by State Statute

-598(3) which states:

After the initial two years, a full merger would take
place. This merger would begin with placing three

. the cost per pupil for the
immediately preceding school year
or the current year, whichever
appears more  practical as
determined by the board of the
district which accepts the pupils
for instruction. The cost per pupil
shall be determined by dividing the
sum of the operational cost and
debt service expense of the
accepting district, except
retirement of debt principal, plus
three percent of the insurable or
present value of the school plant
and equipment of the accepting
district, by the average daily
membership of pupils in the
accepting district. Payment of the
contract price shall be made in
equal installments at the beginning
of the first and second semesters.

(0]

Education. This nine member board would set direction for
the newly formed district for an additional two years.

Following these two years, the district would return to a 6

As one school systenthe resources of the District would
focus on instruction. SS staff and students would benefit
from the expertise of a Curriculum Director to assist with
data, assessments, and curriculum articulation. A Special
Education Director is in place at the local level to work
with families in need of these services. An elementary
principal would be assigned
school to provide instructional leadership and continuity
between the different attendance centers, specifically in the
area of reading. The curricular offerings to all students
ould expand enroliment in dual credit/college courses,
additional vocational opportunities, and the increased
implementation of career academies for medicine, energy
engineering, and in the future, education. These academies
ble students to attend very specific classes in the career
field selected by the student. Students gain college credit
and valuable vocational training.

As one school systerman attendance center will remain in
Scribner. From the beginning of our discussions, it has
been our intention to maintain a R¢e 6" grade

elementary school in Scribner. To assist in honoring the
Trojan mascot, the SS Elementary School could remain the
Trojans, just as Beemer Elementary School is still the
Bobcats.

As one school systensgpecific investments will be
necessary, such as completing building upgrade work to the
facilities of Scribner. The goal will be to provide all
students with an exceptional learning environment. We
invite anyone to tour the facilities in Beemer to see what
has been accomplished regarding this learning
environment. This investment was made possible with
building funds the former Beemer district brought to the
partnership. We would also invite anyone to tour the West
Point facility which serves grades Kindergarten through
high school seniors. Another investment anticipated is that
of transporting students. Transporting students from each
community to the different attendance centers would be
necessary for this proposal to be successful.

appointed board members from SS on the new Board of
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As one school systentlasses, programs, and As one school systerour goal will be to maintain as many
educational opportunities will expand for all the studentdeachers as possible which will increase the quality of

We know if more students get involved, more education for all students. Unfortunately, some teachers
opportunities for participation will be developed. One will lose their jobs; however, the teachers that remain will
particular opportunity that has been discussed is softbalteceive a higher salary which means more income to be

This sport can be added to improve the fall sports spent in local businesses. When the Beemer teachers
schedule specifically for WPB; however, without SS,wej oi ned West Point, they didn
simply do not have the participation numbers. Other salary schedule; they were treated as equally qualified,
extracurricular opportunities will include cressuntry, veteran teachers. ScribAgnyder teachers that remain part
girl sé golf, and i mpr ov e dofthewsystens villbe o diferent and treat8dyin thee dadne n g
students together, this and other opportunities will growmanner.

providing all students a chance to be a part of a team, a

class, and a great school. Facilities in West Point,

Beemer, & ScribneBnyder will be utilized for student  The straw vote supplied requested patron input regarding a
activities further expanding the benefits for the possible merger; a merger that improves both districts and
communities involved. provides all students with moapportunities for success.

We ask for your support regarding a merger with the
West Point & Beemer schools. In the near future, we
look forward to discussing the partnership outlined

combined communities. In the classroom, on the courtsabove’ In more detail. Itis clear this is not an easy
on the stage, and beyond, our kids will have more decision, but let us just see what we can accomplish

opportunities for success. Just as SS has expressed [0F the kidsas one school system.
concerns with losing its identity, so too have WPB

patrons expressed that same concern. A belief in

connecting each school to a community is important for

everyone involved.

As one school systerwe will have the chance to start
fresh and reenergize the winning traditions of our

As one school systerwe have the opportunity to

decrease the tax levy not just in one school district, but in
two, not for one community but for four. As taxpayers
from the former Beemer district can attest, their levy
decreased significantly immediately following the
partnership with West Point. Further, the WPB Board
has committed to keeping the total levy below $1.10.
Currently, the total levy of $1.05 includes the Bond Fund;
since SS patrons would not pay on this indebtedness, the
operating levy for SS would be approximately .98 cents.
Patrons throughout northeast Nebraska will see the
increase in opportunities, the decrease in the tax levy, and
wish they were a part of our system.

&)
CD On a much lighter note: | want to thank all the parents and guardians for allowing me the
opportunity to work with your daughters in |el e
grades 3 through 6 | earned a great deal in |a s
and improved; all while having fun. It was an honor to work with them and it will be even more
enjoyable to see them compete in the future.
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Elementary

This month there are quite a few noteworthy items live demonstrations to the whole classroom. An
demonstrating what a caring school community we additional $5,000.00 was spent on basketball hoops for
have. First, thank you to all parents who attended paretihe playground. The PTO funds used to purchase this
teacher conferences Februarg®' We aresoexcited t echnol ogy were raised durin
to partner with you in order to best help your child(ren) fundraiser. This years kiedff for the Red Wheel
succeed. Parents are always welcome to call the schodundraiser is coming up on March™®9
and teachers to make an appointment to discuss your
chil dés &@uarterRepon @ards willbe sent
home with the students in their Thursday folders on  As school enters into the final quarter, there are some
Thursday, March 18 important assessments to take note of. Mar&h &pril

30" will be the window for students in grade$ 3o

take the Nebraska State Assessment in Reading (NeSA
Secondly, the Student Council sucker sale netted R). Students will also be fielgsting the Nebraska
$572.00 for Red Cross relief efforts in Haiti. A huge  State Assessment in Math (NeSA during this same
thankyou to all staff and students who supported this time period.

cause!

The school district and staff are dedicated in providing
Last, but certainly not least, is the West Point our students with the very best education possible.
Elementary Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). The Please take special note of the calendar changes that
PTO recently spent $8,000.00 on 15 projectors for have been made to make up missed school days and

teachers and students to use in their classrooms. The instruction due to inclement weather.
projectors will be connected to ELMOs, which are ~ynette Mitzel, Elementary Principal~
document cameras used to project images, papers, and

These Characters Count A few reminders about upcoming

The following students were honored as January dates:

Citizens of the Month for the character

Trustworthiness at an assembly held on January 29,

2010: & March z; Dr. Suess Day Assembly @ 3:00 pm

. ] ., March 4th & 5tig Change in School Calendar *
Kindergarten: @
. H L IN SESSION*

Nancy Garcia Lemus, SCHOO SESSIO

Allison Harstick, & March 12; Noon Dismissal

Abigail Osman @ March 15 NO SCHOOL

%« March 1& Ron Brown Presentation
1% Grade:James 2" Grade: & March 1§, Kindergarten Field Trip to Norfolk
Hansen, Jake McKenna Morris, & March 18 Report Cards sent home with
Reeson, Brendon Jesus Ramirez, students
Rief Lizbeth Ramirez & March 18 Preschool Roundip @ 67 pm
39 Grade:Amber 4 Grade:Holly Han- & March 24; Citizen of the Month Assembly @
: ' 3:15 pm
Adams, Dylan sen, Jake Landholm P .
Newkirk, Mabelsy Nicole Mitzel & March 2% Kindergarten Roungup @ 6:067:00
Ramirez pm
@ March 2& 1st Grade Field Trip to Wayne

5th Grade: Bethany 6th Grade:Rebecca % March 2% Red Wheel Fundraiser Kiokf
Anderson, Aireal Fleetwood, Jarod
Hughes, McKenzie Huston, Shelby
Wragge Niewohner
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Presch ound Up

West Point Elementary School
Thursday, March 18, 2010
6:00-7:00 p.m: West Point Preschool

Parents and students who are eligible for WPES Preschool are encouraged to attend. The
preschool qualifications for WPES are that the child is 4 years of age by October 15, 2010 ar
Is not eligible to attend kindergarten.

Pl ease bring your childdés birth certifice:é
We will ask you to fill out an application for preschool. An interpreter will be available to
translate.

iiielensyariten Rommd Up

West Point Elementary School
Thursday, March 25, 2010
6:00-7:00 p.m: West Point Elementary Kindergarten Rooms

West Point Elementary will be having kindergarten round up on Thursday, MaPciTBBre
will be only one session starting at 6:00 p.m. Mrs. Hatterman, Mrs. Stutzman, and Mrs.
Westerman will be providing information regarding the kindergarten program. Children
entering kindergarten must be 5 years of age before October 15, Ri@a8e bring your
kindergarten child along with you to the meeting.

Please bring a copy of the following with you to round up:
Your childdés birth certificate
Immunization record
Social Security Number

Staff will provide you with information concerning a physical, eye exam and the necessary
immunizations to enter kindergarten.
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High School

Students take proactive position
dzZaAy3a t{! Qa

-
This past month our Advanced Computer PARE” T T
Technology class had the opportunity to use their

NCES
skills to send a powerful message to students and GONFERE cE

parents. Our local Juvenile Awareness Group

(JAG) initiated a public service announcement As a reminder, we will be hosting parent

E.P\?AV) competition fo‘f area scrjoolsv to uAse o teacher conferences on March tiﬁrom, )

USOKy2f23e YR ONBFIUGS |t {! §2a uf%l- B RS&J)\OuSR uKS
- . . 11:30am to 7:30 pm. Our conference

dangers of underage drinking and texting while

driving. With the use of video cameras, editing numbers have been down the past few years

software, and community actors and actresses, and | am really hoping to see as many of you
our students came up with three different videos | as possible. This is a great opportunity for
for the competition. Their hard work paid off as parents, students, and teachers to celebrate

West Point Beemer placed first and second inthe  agccomplishments, set individual goals for
competition earning the technology department the upcoming quarter, and emphasize the
$500 for additional equipment. importance of education to our students.

| would like to congratulate John Kingsley, Kari Hope to see you on the g
Mahannah, Elliot Mitchell, Kinsley Schernikau, and
Cody Schlickbernd on this accomplishment. |
would also like to give a special thank you to Mr.
Hinkle and Boell for their instruction, guidance

and expertise.

LT &2dz ¢2ddZ R tA1S (G2 GASE (K
have them up on our web page soon. In addition,

GKS WI'D 2FFAOS A& g2NJAy3a 2V
at the theater and through our local access

channel.

D.J. Weddle, High School Principal

l J Husker Football Assistant Coach Ron Brown will be presenting March 16th|to our

Ill't!ubé’ m students in grades-%2 in the afternoon and to the public at 7 pm.

0'

NG
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Get to know the Staff of West Point Public Schools

Matt Hinkel

N \ What college did you attendWayne State
College

|

What do you teach:Computer Classes
Where did you grow up:Utica, 30 miles west of Lincoln

A little about your family: Married to Jessie for 4 %
years. We have 1 son Micah who will turn 2 at the end
May. We are expecting our"2child (girl) at the beginnin
of May.

Where do you see yourself in 5 yearbam currently
working on my Administration degree through UNK an

am expected to be done with my program by thdrcould

possibly be looking into a job in that fiel@r will be
working in the classroom where | am.

A quote about your experience with West Point Public
Schools: This has been my first teaching job and | love
it. West Point is a great community and the school is

great. We have a great Administration, friendly teache

and awesome students.

O

=

Sandra Luebbe

4 What college did you attendWayne State Colleg
What is your degree inl have a Masters Degree
School Counseling, a Bachelors Degree in Elementary
Education and an ELL Endorsement

What do you teachMiddle School Guidance Counselor

Where did you grow up:l grew up on a farm 1 mile south o
Beemer. | graduated from Beemer Public School.

A little about your family: My husband, Kent, is a Physical

Therapist assistant. We have two children. My oldest son,

Chris, and his family live in Omaha where he is a Project
Manager for Vertrue. My son Eric and his family live in

in

Gretna. He commutes to Council Bluffs and works for Staje

Farm Insurance.

Where do you see yourself in 5 yeartn five years | see
myself continuing to assist middle school students with
academic, career, and social decisions at West Point Pub
School. | also hope to see my family grow and enjoy sper
time with my grandchildren.

A quote about your experience with West Point Public
Schools:| truly enjoy working with the dedicated
administration, teachers, and staff at West Point Public
{OK22ft @ L FSSt F2Nldzyl

S
K @S GKS LRGSyaart G2 0S02

Sandy Rasmus

What college did you attend:Attended Doane
28 CollegeLincoln Campus.

What is your position at WHBHS:| assist Mrs.

Janata and Mrs. Luebbe in the Guidance Office and Ms. Gry

the Curriculum Director.

Where did you grow up:l grew up in Lincolnl attended
Lincoln High School.

A little about your family: | am mother to Jen, married to

John. We purchased a chunk of the Rasmus family farm fron
H N N H Thie RaRmus

W2KyQa FlLUKSNI AY
family farm has been in the family for the past 132 years.

Where do you see yourself in 5 year&iving in West Point on
our farm with John and visiting Jen at the university.

A quote about your experience with West Point Public
Schools: There are so many opportunities available to the

students of this district from the progressive regular curricull

to dual credit and distance learning classes availabénjoy

very much working with the staff, students and parents of thi

district.

ni

m

Kate Wilson
What college did you attendWayne State

What do you teach:1% and 4" Grade Readin

e
Where did you grow up:Glenwood, lowa

A little about your family: | have a large family, Bret
and Peggy Wilson, Pam and Terry Chambers are my
parents. John (30), Jennifer(29), Amanda(27), Nicol¢g
(27) and Billy (21) are my brothers and sistaite are a
Veurigse tight knitfarpily! hayg one qpRgw gnd

three nieces, Gavin (3), Kaylee (2), Sophie (9months
and Grace (2 months)

Where do you see yourself in 5 year3eaching,
Coaching and Continuing to be Happy!!!

A quote about your experience with West Point Publi
Schools:Everyday something new and exciting
happens! The kids are fantastic and make each day
special!

[¢)
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The Activities Department IS now as:
Winter Sports have wrapped up and it is time to dust off those golf clubs

and clear the snow off of the Track. But before we move on we would like

to offer our congratulations to all of our Winter Sports participants. A

special congrats go out to Sophomore Clay Konicek who pldtat 152

| bs in this year s State Wrestling
Senior Jeff Green,"at 119 Ibs and Freshman Tristan Bettenhousat 5

103 Ibs. Also qualifying for the state tournament was Senior Alex

Harrington at 160 Ibs.

As we move through March please keep an eye on our school calendar.

Hi ghlighting this monthos events w
High School Musical, and the Snowmelt Track Invitational. We look

forward to all of your continued support this spring and let's all hope for

some warmer weather. GO CADETS!!!

Eric Miller, Assistant Principal/Athletic Director




FCS FCCLA Senior High

nior hiagh st nts ar with hand work Our Senior high chapter had a great day at District
Ju O gh stude . S a € busy and wo STAR.We had 35 members take part and 33 of them qualified
sewing or cross stitching project$hey are for State STAR competition in Lincoln in ApriThis means that
learning the basics of what sewing is all about. March will find many members doing revisions to improve their

. . . projects so that they fare well in Lincoln.
Adva_nced_Ngtrltlon students are experiencing We just finished celebrating National FCCLA
working within a budgetThey have been Week. We held a special meeting, had a staff trivia contest,
challenged to feed their class family for a given and sold suckers and cotton candy to help defray the costs of

; : : : STAR entry feesThe staff trivia contest proved to be a mind
amount of funding. This will benefit them when boggler for our top two winners-Thanks to Mr. Hinkel & Miss

they are adults and finances are tight. Holman for their efforts. We wer e pleased that

. . . who is traveling around the state was here in West Point for
Our parenting class is learning more about why  rccia week.

play is extremely important to children and how Nine of our senior high members took part in the

to select toys for different agesThese students annual Peer Education Retreat in Kearney on the 22of

are also gOIng one day a Week to an elementary February. Ky“e Engllsh, who serves as the Student BOdy Team
. Secretary. Kylie has been involved in the preparations,

classroom to work with the students and see planning and presentation of the day long eventWe have four

what we learn in class in action. young | adies who qualified as f
teams. They are Erin Priestley for Financial Fitness, Lizzette
Martinez and Emily Merchen for Families First and Nicole Buse
for the Student Body TeamGood luck to these members for
getting involved beyond the local and district levelThese girls

Junior ngh FCCLA were recognized at the retreat. Others attending were Aryn

Smidt, Jackie Lugo, Michaela Throener, Kelly Hansen, Nicki
Our Junior High FCCLA, also, had a great Schulzkump and Aryah Thilliander.

day at District FCCLA STAR evewts.entered Several of our members are took part in the Aaron
25 in events and 22 of them qualified for State Eilerts Day by bringing items for sale. The profits will benefit a

q ) family who is experiencing a medical probleme thank those
STAR, tO(?-These mem.bers were very _eXC|ted who chose to take part in this great effort.
about their medal placings and qualifying for
State. They will now be revising in preparation
for the next event.

Special Olympics
During March we continue to practice for year we will be playing basketball at
basketball, swimming, volleyball, skating and About Sports Complex instead of Lincoln
flag football. We also will have a few athletes East.
start training for power lifting and if the

) ®
weather cooperates we will soon be outside ﬂﬁ' ﬁﬁ
for track. 9 2
March activities include: 15tiBake sale at \ a ﬁ
PT conferences 11:30 to 6:00 é

1 20th- East regional swimming in Omaha Special Oiympics

¢  27th- State Basketball in Lincoln This
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Musical

The musi cal

spring

The show runs March 26 & March 27t , with a special
Parentds Night performance

All shows start at 7:00 p.m. and are held in the Beemer
Gym. Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

Tickets: $4 for Adults $3 for Students

There will also be baked goods for sale both night&ll

to bring 2 dozen baked goods.)

Please plan to spend a night out withusb Be t her e

square!o

Thank you for your support!

Ms. Holman Mrs. Pischel

Musical Director Asst. Director

(o]

proceeds go to the Musical Fund(All Cast & Crew are required

ONi fty FiI

Qr

News from the Band and Music Room

tieso is ]St a month from

The Band & Choir just finished our
fundraiser to help with our June trip
to Kansas Citykor a couple first time
fundraiser directors and music
students, we did very wellMany
%ttejdents reached their goal and some
went beyond! Thank you to all who
purchased a Cadet Card or donated
time and money!

Ms. Holman & Mr. Worden

Speech by the Numbers

As of February 28 the West Point

Beemer Speech team had attended four meets
and racked up 14 medals. They hosted a meet
with 18 teams in attendance and 221 speakers.
They have three meets to gpConference on the

28" at LyonsDecatur, Districts on MarcH'%in
Wayne, and State in Kearney.

Due to a conflict with state
dance, many Cadets were unable to
attend our home meet, but a big
congratulations to Lizzy Giese, our lone
medalist at the West PoirlBeemer
meet.

Many new faces are on the
speech team this year, including two
seniors. Mrs. Kreikemeier is especially
pleased about all the sophomores who
decided to add the extraurricular
activity of speech to their list of
activities. At the WPCC meet, all
sophomores in attendance but one
broke into finals. This shows great
potential for the team next year.
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